Management of fractures in field settings.
Limb fractures are common in farm animals, are most commonly found in young stock, and often occur subsequent to trauma during dystocia or handling. Cattle are excellent patients for treatment of orthopedic injuries because they spend a majority of time lying down, have a tremendous potential for bone healing, are more resistant than other animals to contralateral limb breakdown and stress laminitis, and usually do not resist having orthopedic devices on their limbs. This article describes management of fractures, especially for cattle, in field settings; explains how the principles of external skeletal fixation are adapted for cattle; discusses the application of external skeletal fixation to individual bones, and reviews potential complications in the use of external skeletal fixation.